***Media Advisory***

Local Residents Stand Up Against “Jim Crow” Justice, 

Join in on National Day of Action to Support The Jena Six 

Events Being Held Across Country in Conjunction With Rally of Thousands in Jena, Louisiana

Contact: Your contact information

What: Here’s where you’ll state what your event is e.g “Rally in Support of Jena 6” or “Local Residents Hold Fundraiser for Jena 6.” Include a description, but try to stay within two to three lines. 

Where: The location of your event. 

When: Date and time of your event

Who: If you’ll have speakers at your event or elected officials, list them here. You’ll want to grab the attention of any editor picking up your advisory. 

Insert Your City Here- Hundreds of thousands of concerned citizens across the country will be taking action today in support of the six young men in Jena, Louisiana who are facing what many have dubbed “Jim Crow” justice. While thousands will descend on the small town today in a show of support, even more across the nation will be organizing events in their own communities. ColorofChange.org, a national online advocacy organization, is coordinating the National Day of Action in support of the six accused. 

The case of the Jena 6 has garnered attention from local barbershops to national nightly news broadcasts.  Last fall, two Black high school students sat under the “white” tree on their campus. The next day, white students hung three nooses from that same tree. When Black students protested the light punishment (a 3-day suspension) for the noose-hangers, Jena District Attorney Reed Walters came to the school and threatened the students, telling them he could “take [their] lives away with a stroke of [his] pen.” 

Tensions mounted in the small town. Several cases of off-campus violence against black students were barely punished. When a white student was beaten up after taunting a black victim of the violence, the District Attorney charged six young black mean with attempted murder. In June, the first young man to be tried, Mychal Bell, 17, was convicted in adult court by an all-white jury of aggravated second-degree battery and conspiracy (which carries a maximum sentence of 22 years). On September 14th, an appeals court judge reversed the conviction on the grounds that Mychal shouldn’t have been tried as an adult. However, the DA says he’ll appeal the decision, and he still plans to try the other five young men.
For more information, visit: 

www.freethejena6.org
www.colorofchange.org/jena

